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INTERNATIONAL FOLKLORE FESTIVAL 
Statement 

HON KLARA ANDRIC (South Metropolitan) [5.19 pm]: I wish the house to note that 16 November marked the 
United Nations International Day for Tolerance, which is aimed to educate people about the need for equality, respect 
and inclusion in our society, and to help us understand the negative effects of intolerance. The day is observed as 
a time for people to learn about respecting and recognising the rights and beliefs of others. It is also a time of reflection 
and debate on the negative effects of intolerance, with a focus on how various forms of injustice, oppression, racism, 
and discrimination have negative impacts on society. 
Fighting intolerance requires education. Governments are necessary, but not wholly sufficient, for countering 
intolerance in individual attitudes. Intolerance is very often rooted in ignorance and fear—fear of the unknown, of 
the other, of other cultures, of nations and of religions. These ideas are taught and learned at an early age. Therefore, 
greater emphasis needs to be placed on educating more and better. Greater efforts need to be made to teach children 
about human rights and other ways of life. Education is a lifelong experience and does not begin or end in school. 
Endeavours to teach respect and inclusion through education will not succeed unless we reach all age groups, and it 
takes place everywhere—at home, in schools, in the workplace, in policing and in legal training, and, not least, in 
entertainment and online. 
On Saturday, I had the pleasure of attending the first International Folklore Festival by folklore ensemble Dukat at 
the Serbian Community Centre in Maddington. Folklore ensemble Dukat is a not-for-profit organisation that engages 
within its community through multicultural celebration. It is one of the first Serbian dance schools that was established 
in Perth and is currently located in the south metro suburb of Success. It welcomes and is open to all nationalities, 
ethnic and cultural backgrounds to learn traditional Serbian dance. Folklore ensemble Dukat’s goal and focus is to 
show the wider community traditional folklore dances by hosting multicultural festivals. 
On Saturday night, many other ethnic organisations performed beautiful dances at the festival. That included Russian 
dance group Ovation, Spanish group Armada Flamenca, Macedonian group Goce Delcev, traditional Chinese 
dancers, Indian group Desi Divas, Bulgarian dance group Vito Horo, and groups from Serbian centres in Maddington 
and Dianella, ensemble Rastko and Folklor Dukat. 
I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate all the multicultural dance participants. It is wonderful to see the 
relationships that are made when communities embrace multiculturalism. I would like to congratulate all the 
organisers of the first International Folklore Festival here in Western Australia, with special thanks to Tina Vezmar 
and Mira Podrascanin for the invitation and their hard work of putting this fantastic cultural event together, and 
I look forward to attending many more folk dance festivals in the future. 
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